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To aid your Bible study To help your children Synopsis of Our Faith 


The Megiddo Message—is published for 
the dissemination of Bible truth alone. It de- 
fends and ably demonstrates the infallibil- 
ity, harmony, and Divine inspiration of 
the Bible. It enables you to give a reason 
for your faith, to answer the atheist, and 
to instruct your children correctly. If you 
are not already a subscriber, THE MEGIDDO 
MESSAGE will be sent to your home every 
two weeks for six months, absolutely free. 
Your name and address is all we ask. Sub- 
scribers, please send in names of your 
friends who may be interested in reading 
this publication, for a free sample copy. 
No obligation on your part or theirs. 


In addition to the MESSAGE you should by 
all means read the following booklets by the 
late Rev. L. T. Nichols, founder of the 
Megiddo Mission. Each booklet is a com- 
plete subject of itself. They make the Bible 
understandable and interesting to study. 


HISTORY OF THE MEGIDDO MISSION 
THE COMING OF JESUS AND ELIJAH 
WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
THE GREAT APOSTASY 
AFTER DEATH, WHAT? 

HELL AND THE DEVIL 
SPIRITUAL CREATION 
THE HOLY SPIRIT 
THE SABBATH 
THE TRINITY 


Complete set 
Single copies 


The Known Bible and its Defense 
IN TWO VOLUMES 
By the late Rev. Maud Hembree 


As a further study of the Scriptures these 
books are invaluable to the earnest student. 
They were designed to bring men and 
women back to the Bible, and to defend its 
pages from the attacks of the skeptics, in- 
fidels, and atheists. Many perplexing ques- 
tions and seeming contradictions are an- 
swered in a direct and fearless manner. 
Fabrikoid binding. 


Vol. 1, 384 pages $1.50 
Vol. 2, 404 pages 1.50 
Both volumes 2.50 


Megiddo Hymn Book 
A COLLECTION of original, arranged, and 
selected songs which harmonize with the 
plain Biblical teachings and in which all 
who wish may engage and sing as com- 
manded, “with the spirit,” and “with the 
understanding also.” Price $1.25 


More and more our nation is being awak- 
ened to the dread consequences from the 
lack of moral training in childhood. Juve- 
nile delinquency increases like a plague! 
Parents especially have a tremendous re- 
sponsibility in rearing their children to be 
good citizens. Lack of proper religious 
training in childhood is certain to bring 
dire results in adulthood. 


The Megiddo Mission has a continually 
growing department whose specialty is the 
designing and printing of Bible lessons for 
children of all ages, from tots to adolescents. 
These lessons are designed in an interest- 
ing and attractive manner. Readers of the 
MESSAGE who desire further information 
may receive the same on request. The book- 
lets listed below are now available, and 
more are to follow. Watch these columns 
for new announcements! 


The Story of Joseph—the familiar, time- 
less drama of virtue under temptation, of 
forgiveness for injuries, of God’s provi- 
dence for His people, unfolds anew in its 
83 interesting pages. 

With full-color illustrations. 


Price .15 


Daniel—an inspiring story of Daniel and 
his three companions in the city of Babylon, 
related in a manner which will appeal to 
the youthful mind. 46 pages, illustrated. 
Price ; ieee re seh 15 


Bible Story Color Book —a something- 
to-do book! It contains thirty-two delightful 
short stories of favorite Bible characters, 
with illustrating pictures to color. 

Size 8%x11. Instructive, entertaining. 
Price -50 


Pictures for Busy Little Hands to 
Color, Cut Out and Paste 
Twenty-two pages. Wholesome childhood 


scenes in poster pictures to be colored, cut 
out and assembled. Size 9x12. Only 385 


and Work 


THE Megiddo Mission is an independent 
organization. It is in no way affiliated with 
any other religious body. It was founded in 
the year 1880 by the late Rev. L. T. Nichols, 
and has been located at the present address 
in Rochester, N. Y., since 1904. 

The word “Megiddo” is of Hebrew origin, 
its meaning being: True soldiers of God; 
God is in this place with a band of troops. 

It is the firm belief of the Megiddo Mis- 
sion that the second coming of Jesus Christ 
and the inauguration of His world-wide 
Kingdom is imminent. The Bible clearly 
declares that this event will be preceded by 
the coming of Elijah the Prophet to herald 
the glorious Day, to gather the saints, and 
raise the dead to be ready to meet the Lord 
when He comes. 

Being convinced that these events are 
near at hand, the Megiddo Mission is ear- 
nestly endeavoring to prepare a people to 
be ready for the Lord’s advent. Moral per- 
fection besides purity of doctrine is a direct 
Biblical command. Among the members of 
the Megiddo Mission perfection of char- 
acter is the goal. Invitations are always 
extended to whomsoever will to come and 
join us in this work, and partake of the 
“water of life freely.” 





The Story of the Ages 


(Our Cover) 


Unique as our cover design may appear, 
it shows the different episodes of how the 
Lord’s message was delivered to His people. 
From Noah and all the Prophets down to 
John the Baptist and Jesus the message of 
the Kingdom is boldly heralded. Then it 
is carried with new power by the Apostles, 
and, though silenced through the Dark Ages, 
is revived in these days and once again 
the tidings of the Kingdom are heard. And 
it shall be heard until the appearance of 
the Prophet Elijah (Mal. 4:5) with divine 
power to expand the work on a gigantic scale 
which will consummate in the establishment 
of the Kingdom of God with Jesus Christ 
as Supreme Ruler. Then the hope of those 
who “looked for a city . . . whose builder 
and maker is God” shall be realized with a 
crown for all who have overcome. 





THE MEGIDDO MESSAGE is published biweekly by the Megiddo Mission Church, 481 Thurston 
Rd., Rochester 19, N. Y. Subscription rates: One year, $1.00; 6 months, 50 cents; single copies, 
5 cents. In Great Britain and other sterling areas subscription fees are payable through 
the medium of the International Money Orders which can be secured through the local 
bank, or International Reply Coupons (current value, eight cents) which can be purchased 
at the post office. Make checks or Money Orders for all literature payable to the Megiddo 
Mission Church. Please notify promptly of anychange of address. Entered as second-class 
matter, October 15, 1920, at the Post Office at Rochester, N. Y., under Act of March 3, 1879. 
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The Son Abideth in the House Forever 


Scripture reading, Psalm 33. 


certain, that we are “on the way.” But before 

that condition is attained there is a work to be 
accomplished. We must be getting ready, we must be pre- 
pared. To think of the arduous task between us and the 
Master’s coming and the great Tribunal, when we shall 
stand before the Judgment seat of Christ, and how near 
that time is, yes, almost here! If we could fully realize 
how near we are to the great Judgment, it would seem 
it would be a serious consideration. 

We are going either to that glorious Home of the faith- 
ful, that Happy Land; or to that dreadful doom because 
we are not ready, because we have been going backward 
and not forward. 


It is a solemn fact that the Lord will receive into the 
Kingdom for His eternal associates those only who will- 
ingly and joyfully bring into subjection to His Divine 
Law every thought and way of their own. We are told in 
Rev. 22: 14 what must be done to be among the blest in 
that coming Day: “Blessed are they that do his command- 
ments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and 
may enter in through the gates into the city.” It is a 
great work to cast down every imagination, every high 
thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, and 
bring into captivity every thought to the obedience of 
Christ; but the Apostle Paul tells us in II. Cor. 10: 4, 5 
it can be done if we use the mighty weapons provided by 
Almighty God through His Word of truth. 

This grand work must be done by every individual who 
enters the portals of everlasting glory. God makes no ex- 
ceptions. We must forsake our own ways, conquer our 
stubborn will, and accept in its place the will of the liv- 
ing God. We must let our life be wholly consecrated to 
His will, our lips ever to be filled with His praise, our 
heart to be always His own, our feet swift to walk in all 
His ways, our entire life to be lived ever—only—all for 
Him. 

When we realize, as we read in verse 11 of our Scrip- 
ture lesson, “The counsel of the Lord standeth for ever, 
the thoughts of his heart to all generations,” it becomes 
evident that obedience to His Divine Law is absolutely 
necessary to gain for us our Master’s approval in that 
great Day of Account. And how few can realize this; only 
those who are instructed in this way of life! It is as it was 
in the beginning of man’s probation on earth. Back in 
Noah’s time, only eight were saved from the on-coming 
deluge, because they gave heed to the “preacher of right- 
eousness.” 

The world around us are skeptical in reference to the 
Flood. We do not wonder; so would we be if we accepted 
the theory they believe. We, too, would be skeptical if the 
entire world is what is meant that was overflowed with 
water. But when we consider what the Apostle Peter 
wrote in II. Pet. 3: 5, 6, that “the earth standing out of 
the water and in the water: whereby the world that then 
was, being overflowed with water, perished,’ we can 
understand that only a portion of the surface of the earth 
was submerged. How this should increase our faith! 


\ X J HAT a happy thought to know, to be absolutely 


In chapter 2:5 we are told that God “spared not the 
old world, but saved Noah, the eighth person, a preacher 
of righteousness, bringing in the flood upon the world of 
the ungodly.” Ah, it was only the world of the ungodly 
that perished. Thus all skepticism is banished and the 
evidence shines out before us, leaving us with Bible truth 
triumphant. And what a mighty evidence when we come 
to realize there are so few saved! No man would ever 
think of recording such a statement, if he were writing 
the Bible, that when the Flood came there were only 
eight saved in the ark. Thus we find that the Scriptures 
are in direct opposition to all the ideas of man, to all 
their literature, inasmuch as the Lord God of heaven re- 
quires righteousness, perfection of character, in order to 
stand approved in the Day of Judgment. “The counsel of 
the Lord standeth for ever, the thoughts of his heart to 
all generations.” Thus it is today, and thus it always has 
been. 

We have evidence to substantiate this premise away 
back before the Flood; and the ideas of His heart have 
not changed regarding this high standard of character. 
If we should find at this present time millions believing 
and obeying this Divine Record, we would realize there 
was something at variance with the Word of God; for the 
Master said in Matt. 24:37, concerning this very con- 
dition, “As the days of Noah were, so shall also the com- 
ing of the Son of man be.” What were the masses doing 
back in those days? “For as in the days that were before 
the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and 
giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered into 
the ark, and knew not until the flood came, and took them 
all away: so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.” 
Millions in the world are believing that they and their 
loved ones will be saved, regardless; and when we see the 
words of Jesus fulfilled, we can have our faith increased 
a thousandfold, for it proves the Word true to the letter. 


The great Apostle Paul said, “I know whom I have be- 
lieved” (II. Tim. 1: 12), and the Apostle John, in I. John 
5:19, 20, follows in the same line: “And we know that 
we are of God, and the whole world lieth in wickedness. 
And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given 
us an understanding, that we may know him that is true, 

his Son Jesus Christ.” Then in verse 21 he adds, 
“Little children, keep yourselves from idols.” In I. John 
1: 6, 7 we find: “If we say we have fellowship with him, 
and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth: but 
if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fel- 
lowship one with another, and the blood [‘word’—John 
15:3] of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.” 
With our fellowship based upon a godly walk in Truth, 
we will believe His precepts and godly teachings and walk 
therein. 

The great difficulty is, many times we do not realize 
there are strongholds of the flesh that must be pulled 
down. Naturally we are so prone to think we are all 
right; but the lesson must first be learned that we are not 
to lean upon our own understanding or trust in the de- 
ceitful prompting of our evil hearts. The carnal mind is 
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in such opposition to the law of God that it will not be- 
come subject to His will unless we forsake our own 
thoughts and bring our all into His service, become whol- 
ly consecrated to Him and make our will subservient. 
What a work it is to bring our will down and make it 
wholly His! But only by so doing may we hope to be a 
part of that “Son” who shall abide in His house forever. 

We must do as we are admonished in John 5:39, 
“Search the Scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eter- 
nal life: and they are they which testify of me.” God has 
delineated these matters for the consideration of those 
who become wise in heart, while those who love the vain 
pleasures of this world remain in darkness. The Psalmist 
David wrote in Ps. 119: 1, “Blessed are the undefiled in 
the way, who walk in the law of the Lord.” Yes, there is 
a blessing awaiting; but it comes to only the undefiled— 
“if we walk in the light as he is in the light.” For we are 
told in John 8:34, 35, “Verily, verily [or truly], I say 
unto you, Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of 
sin. And the servant abideth not in the house for ever: 
but the Son abideth ever.” This shows that no one shall 
be permitted to abide in this “house” unless he is walking 
in the law of the Lord. 


Jesus then added in verse 36, “If the Son therefore 
shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.” He had al- 
ready told them in verse 32, “And ye shall know the truth, 
and the truth shall make you free.” Yes, it is knowledge 
of this truth of the living God that sets a man free men- 
tally; he then must walk in the light, become obedient to 
this Divine Law, and thus be made free morally. For 
when we serve sin we are not free but are under a mas- 
ter, the flesh. But, as said Jesus in verse 31, “If ye con- 
tinue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed.” The 
eternal blessings are all based upon whether we continue 
in obedience to His words. We may know the reading of 
the Bible from Genesis to Revelation, but if we do not 
abide in His words we shall never be saved; we must con- 
tinue in them. If we continue in them, what then? “Then 
are ye my disciples indeed,” said our Lord and Master. 


When Jesus saw Nathaniel under the fig tree, He said, 
“Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile” (John 
1:47, 48). Jesus had many disciples, but few, very few, 
were disciples indeed. How may we know we are disciples 
indeed? “He that is of God heareth God’s words: ye there- 
fore hear them not, because ye are not of God,” says John 
8: 47. Just so long as we serve sin we are not free, and so 
long as there is any disbelief lingering, we are not a son, 
not of God. 

“Then answered the Jews, and said unto him, Say we 
not well that thou art a Samaritan, and hast a devil?” 
They said, in effect, You are opposed to our every doc- 
trine, thus demonstrating that you have a devil. But let 
us see what the word “devil” means. It is: “An adversary, 
one opposed to God.” Jesus answered His opposers: “I 
have not a devil; but I honor my Father, and ye do dis- 
honor me.” They thought He was diabolis, one against 
God; but Jesus told them: I am not opposed to God; but I 
am opposed to you. You are the ones who have the devil, 
you are the diabolis, because you are opposed to God. 
I honor my Father: “and I seek not mine own glory: 
there is one that seeketh and judgeth. Verily, verily, I 
say unto you, If a man keep my saying, he shall never see 
death.” 

This “death” has no reference to natural death, but to 
that death which is the result of sin or condemnation be- 
cause of one’s own transgression. We read in John 3: 36, 
“He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life :”— 
that is, he has the promise that if he continues steadfast 


unto the end he shall gain the prize of eternal life which 
God hath promised to all who prove overcomers ; and this 
will be the ultimate, the physical oneness with God—“and 
he that believeth not the Son shall not see life [eternal 
life] ; but the wrath of God abideth on him.” To the Son 
is the power given to bestow the inestimable reward of 
eternal life upon all worthy ones, for in verse 35 we read, 
“The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things 
into his hand.” 

Eternal life is predicated upon the condition that we 
become God’s freemen, all free from the bondage of sin. 
Truth alone can set us free. It is as Jesus said to the 
woman of Samaria, as recorded in John 4:14, “Whoso- 
ever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall 
never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be 
in him a well of water springing up into everlasting 
life.” Oh, to think that we mortals can some day partake 
of the water of life! and to think that we shall never 
thirst again! We do not wonder that the woman cried out, 
“Sir, give me this water, that I thirst not... .”” We must 
get down into this way of holiness and drink this water 
of life, that we may gain that grand Home so nigh at 
hand. We must realize there is a work that must be done, 
and that quickly, if ever we attain it. 


The thing that should be of paramount interest to us 
at the present time is the absolute necessity of getting 
into humility and becoming free from sin, that we may be 
found ready when that day comes to us. We must medi- 
tate in His law day and night. “Blessed are the unde- 
filed in the way, who walk in the law of the Lord. Blessed 
are they that keep his testimonies, and that seek him with 
the whole heart” (Ps. 119: 1, 2). Yes, blessed are they; 
no one else shall be blest. What a sentiment, and how 
diametrically opposed to the thoughts and doctrines of 
all mankind! But it is the declaration of Jesus, and of 
every Prophet and Apostle. Yet how few believe; and 
fewer still are getting down into the work as never be- 
fore and seeking Him with their whole heart, thus pre- 
paring themselves to enjoy that grand rest prepared for 
the pure in heart. Such a rest! free from all care, toil and 
sorrow; such ecstatic joy as will bathe every soul in that 
Summer-land of bliss! What is the prerequisite of this 
glorious freedom? It is, as says Ps. 119: 8, “They also do 
no iniquity: they walk in his ways.” 


Can we for a moment imagine that man would establish 
such a basis for humanity to come to? God alone is the 
Author of this high calling. The “undefiled in the way” 
are the individuals to be blest; and if we hope to be 
among them, we must get down into the work with ear- 
nestness. The Psalmist continues: “Thou hast commanded 
us to keep thy precepts diligently.” Yes, diligence is re- 
quired; but how hard it is for mankind to be diligent in 
this work of the Lord! It is lack of faith that causes it, or 
there would be more care exercised. It is easy to be dili- 
gent in temporal matters, but in the business of the Lord 
we are inclined to be careless if not on our guard con- 
stantly. We should be more diligent in this work than as 
if it were to obtain a deed to the entire United States. 
Temporal things are so soon to pass away, and it will he 
only a little longer when we too shall be gone. It will all 
be over with us then if now we do not work with all our 
mind, might and strength to seek with all our heart the 
eternal things. 

If we allow ourselves to be led by the flesh, we are 
away down, less than nothing in the sight of the Eternal 
One. It would seem, rather, that we would go to work and 
do those things required of us which will elevate us— 
before whom?—before the mighty and everlasting God. 
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The only possible way by which we may be elevated and 
become worthy of seeing the King in His beauty, is to 
become humble, by letting this word of life sink down 
deep into our hearts and make us over into new crea- 
tures. Exaltation comes only by humiliation in every 
thought, word and act, until we become new creatures, 
“created in righteousness and true holiness.” 

If the Lord were coming today and we were going to 
Judgment, how many would be ready to hear the Saviour 
say, ‘Weil done, good and faithful servant ... enter thou 
into the joy of thy Lord”? How many would be ready to 
hear Him say “Welcome”; welcome to that immense 
wealth of His Kingdom, never to want any good thing? 
To think of such a home as this, it would seem it would 
stir us as never before and cause us to get down into the 
work with all our heart and really accomplish it. In order 
to do this it becomes necessary for us to cry from the 
heart, “O let me not wander from thy commandments,” 


while so many are wandering on the right hand and on 
the left. 


In verse 33 he cries: “Teach me, O Lord, the way of 
thy statutes; and I shall keep it unto the end.” These are 
the ones to be saved, as our Master said in Matt. 24: 13, 
“He that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be 
saved.” Jesus said also in verse 11, “Many false prophets 
shall arise, and shall deceive many.” How true! the 
masses of the world are deceived; many false teachers 
deceiving millions. “But he that shall endure unto the 
end, the same shall be saved.” If we do not endure unto 
the end, there shall be no blessing for us. 

The Prophet cries in Isa. 51:1, 2, “Hearken to me, ye 
that follow after righteousness, ye that seek the Lord: 
look unto the rock whence ye are hewn, and to the hole 
of the pit whence ye are digged. Look unto Abraham your 
father, and unto Sarah that bare you: for I called him 
alone, and blessed him, and increased him.” Yes, Abra- 
ham left everything behind him. Look and see how he was 
called out of his native land; so we too must leave the land 
of our nativity, figuratively speaking, and seek the Lord 
alone. Our nativity was in the “valley of the shadow of 
death,” but now our abiding place must be “the secret 


place of the Most High . . . under the shadow of the Al- 
mighty” (Ps. 91:1). “For the Lord shall comfort Zion: 
he will comfort all her waste places; and he will make her 
wilderness like Eden, and her desert like the garden of 
the Lord: joy and gladness shall be found therein, thanks- 
giving, and the voice of melody.” What a glorious time 
that will be! always full of melody; joy and gladness 
found in us every day. 

He continues in Isa. 51:5, 6, “My righteousness is 
near; my Salvation is gone forth, and mine arms shall 
judge the people; the isles shall wait upon me, and on 
mine arm shall they trust. Lift up your eyes to the heav- 
ens, and look upon the earth beneath: for the heavens 
shall vanish away like smoke, and the earth shall wax 
old like a garment, and they that dwell therein shall die 
in like manner: but my salvation shall be for ever, and 
my righteousness shall not be abolished.” Oh, to think 
that the faithful shall never be abolished, while the 
“world of the ungodly” shall pass away and no place be 
found for them! If we get down into the work and be- 
come the righteousness of God, we shall continue on 
throughout the endless ages of eternity. 

Would you not all like to live in a time when all sorrow 
and mourning shall be over, and joy and pleasure every- 
where abounding? The Lord says in verse 16, “I have put 
my words in thy mouth, and I have covered thee in the 
shadow of mine hand, that I may plant the heavens, and 
lay the foundations of the earth, and say unto Zion, Thou 
art my people.” Here is the object of it all; here is the 
longsuffering of God Almighty, “as it was in the days of 
Noah ... not willing that any should perish, but that all 
should come to repentance’—for the development of a 
people. God has plenty of time to develop a people that 
will praise His name, and of them He says, ‘They shall 
obtain gladness and joy; and sorrow and mourning shall 
flee away.” 


Let us get down into the work and prepare ourselves 
so as to have a part in that grand time at His coming, 
when Christ the King of kings shall bring the entire 


world into a state of peace and happiness; that it may be 
ours to enjoy forever. Amen. 





WILL ANYONE BE SAVED DURING THE MILLENNIAL AGE? 


QUESTION has been asked by a man who has some 

of our literature: “You say that a great number will 
be saved during the thousand years. Where did you get 
that idea? Your Bible says the Lord will destroy the 
wicked. At the coming of Christ the righteous dead are 
raised and with the righteous living called to judgment; 
who is left here to be saved? I think it might profit you 
to read Revelation 20.” 

In reply, we urge this inquirer to believe what God 
has caused to be written by His holy Prophets, Apostles 
and His Son Jesus Christ; and nothing which we may say 
unless founded upon His Word. However, we shall ear- 
nestly endeavor to say or write nothing which is not 
backed up by a “thus saith the Lord.” 

When Christ comes again in the glory of the Father 
(Matt. 25:31) He will call to Judgment all His servants, 
both good and bad, who have agreed to serve God during 
the past almost six thousand years. If this friend will 
read carefully Matt. 25: 14—28, and in particular verse 
19, he wiil see that it is only His own servants who are 
called before Him, those who entered into covenant to 
serve the true and living God, whom He will judge to see 


how they have made use of the talent which He entrusted 
to their care. As our friend glances over America, Europe, 
the hordes of Asia and Africa, he will certainly not make 
the claim that all are in covenant with God, and that all 
have agreed to serve the true and living God. 

Jesus taught in His day that the masses are not serv- 
ing Jehovah, as we shall find by reading in Matt. 7: 13,14, 
of the strait gate and the narrow way; how that many 
would go in the broad way, and but few in the narrow 
way. Why are there but few in the narrow way? Jesus 
gives the answer in Matt. 13:15 and John 5:40, “For 
this people’s heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull 
of hearing, and their eyes they have closed; lest at any 
time they should see with their eyes, and hear with their 
ears, and should understand with their heart, and should 
be converted, and I should heal them... . Ye will not come 
to me, that ye might have life.” Why will they not come? 
Because they close their eyes to the glorious light of 
truth. The pagan world would rather worship dumb idols, 
and the masses of the Gentile world are “lovers of pleas- 
ures more than lovers of God” (II. Tim. 3:4), and for 
that reason few are in the narrow way. 
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The Prophet Isaiah (26:10, 9) proclaims this same 
truth: “Let favor be showed to the wicked, yet will he 
not learn righteousness: in the land of uprightness will 
he deal unjustly, and will not behold the majesty of the 
Lord.” Who can say that favor has not been showed to 
the wicked in this favored land of America? And yet, as 
Mr. Hoover, head of the FBI, recently disclosed, more 
crimes of violence are committed in America than in any 
other so-called civilized country in the world. What will 
bring about the desired reformation? “When thy judg- 
ments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the world will 
learn righteousness.” When will the inhabitants of the 
world learn righteousness? When God’s judgments are in 
the earth; and that will be after Christ comes the “second 
time” (Hebrews 9:28) and after He judges His own 
servants. 

It is after Judgment of those who have served during 
the six thousand years of man’s probation to become eli- 
gible to reign with Christ as “kings and priests” that the 
call shall go forth to this sin-burdened world: “Fear 
God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment 
is come: and worship him that made heaven, and earth, 
and the sea, and the fountain of waters” (Rev. 14:7). 
Then shall follow the Battle of Armageddon (Rev. 16: 
14—16), because the forces of evil will not willingly sub- 
mit to the righteous King who has come to rule the world 
in righteousness and equity. Then shall “the beast, and 
the kings of the earth, and their armies,” be “gathered 
together to make war against him that sat on the horse, 
and against his army” (Rev. 19:19). 


Who is represented as sitting upon this horse? It is 
made plain in verses 11, 15, 16, where the Revelator says: 
“T saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he 
that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in 
righteousness he doth judge and make war. And out of 
his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should 
smite the nations; and he shall rule them with a rod of 
iron [not cruel, but unbreakable]. ... And he hath on his 
vesture and on his thigh a name written, King of kings, 
and Lord of lords.” 


A MESSENGER COMES DOWN FROM HEAVEN 


We are now prepared to study Revelation 20 which 
this friend wished us to read in order to become con- 
vineed that no one shall be saved during the thousand 
years or Millennium. This chapter connects with the 19th 
in which the rulers of earth are represented as making 
war against the King of kings. We read in v. 1, “And I 
saw an angel”—anggelos, messenger—“come down from 
heaven, and he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, 
which is the Devil and Satan, and bound him a thousand 
years.” 

The Greek word “anggelos” in the original, here trans- 
lated “angel,” has for its definitions “a messenger, envoy, 
an angel.” Who is the “messenger” that will come from 
heaven with an all-powerful force to control the hordes 
of evil workers by binding the devil, all sinners? The 
answer is in Acts 1:10, 11; I. Thess. 4:16; Heb. 9: 28. 
As the Apostles gazed heavenward when their Lord was 
taken from them at the Ascension, they were given the 
comforting assurance by the angels, “This same Jesus, 
which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come 
in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.” Paul 
corroborates the promise: “The Lord himself shall de- 
scend from heaven ... and unto them that look for him 
shall he appear the second time.” And Jesus Himself 
promised in John 14:3, “I will come again, and receive 


you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.” 

We must always remember the promise that before 
Christ comes the ‘‘second time” the grand Prophet Elijah 
who was taken from earth to some wonderful world in 
God’s universe shall be sent as the forerunner or mes- 
senger of our Lord’s advent, to warn the world of the 
coming judgments. This promise we find in Mal. 4:5, 6, 
“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the 
coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord:”’— 
why will he be sent ?—‘and he shall turn the heart of the 
fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to 
their fathers, lest J] come and smite the earth with a 
curse.” The mighty works of Christ will then follow, call- 
ing upon all nations to submit to His righteous rule of 
justice and equity. But the rulers of earth, disdaining the 
warning, will marshal their armies for the deadly con- 
flict; and Christ, the “Lion of the tribe of Juda,” will go 
forth “conquering and to conquer.” Then will begin the 
great Battle of Armageddon. 


The word “devil,” simply means “an opposer, adver- 
sary,” anyone in opposition to God. Jesus said to His dis- 
ciples: “Have not I chosen you twelve, and one of you is a 
devil? He spake of Judas Iscariot ... for it was he that 
should betray him, being one of the twelve” (John 6: 70, 
71). John the Baptist and Jesus called the scribes and 
Pharisees “serpents, ... vipers.” Wicked men and women 
are called serpents or devils, because they oppose God. 
This is the devil that is to be bound for a thousand years 
by the “messenger” from heaven. In Psalm 149: 5—9 we 
are told of the binding: “. . . to bind their kings with 
chains, and their nobles with fetters of iron: to execute 
upon them the judgment written: this honor have all his 
saints.” The kings and rulers are the ones who send forth 
their armies to war against Christ the King of kings, and 
when He has brought them into subjection the people will 
submit to His righteous rule or else be cut off. 


Jesus said in Rev. 2: 26, 27, “He that overcometh, and 
keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give power 
over the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of 
iron... even as I have received of my Father.” In place 
of the nations being destroyed, as this friend who wrote 
believed, Christ and the faithful are to reign over them 
through the Millennium, during which time a great mul- 
titude shall be developed to be the eterna! subjects of the 
Kingdom. Christ’s rule is said to be a “rod of iron” not 
because it is a cruel or oppressive law but because His 
mandates shall be so enforced that no one will dare dis- 
obey them. 


SENTENCE AGAINST AN EVIL WORK EXECUTED SPEEDILY 


There are many good laws in our land today which, if 
properly carried out, would restrain the evil doers; but it 
is as we read in Eccl. 8: 11, “Because sentence against an 
evil work is not executed speedily, therefore the heart of 
the sons of men is fully set in them to do evil.” But when 
under the firm rule of Christ the sentence is executed 
speedily, the wicked, lawless element shall be controlled 
and Ps. 67: 4 will meet its fulfillment: “O let the nations 
be glad and sing for joy: for thou shalt judge the people 
righteously, and govern the nations upon earth.” No 
liquor stores, no dens of infamy of any kind or nature, no 
robberies, no injustice or dishonesty, no prisons, no pov- 
erty, no taxes! This is only a dim picture of what it will 
be during the grand Millennial reign of Christ and His 
saints over the mortal nations, with the divine power to 
control the forces of evil, and to teach and enforce the laws 
of health and physical well being so that the prophecy of 
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Isa. 33: 24 shall meet its fulfillment: “And the inhabitant 
shall not say, I am sick: the people that dwell therein 
shall be forgiven their iniquity.” 

After learning that the faithful reign with Christ over 
all nations with the evil bound for a thousand years, we 
are told in verse 5 that “the rest of the dead lived not 
again until the thousand years were finished.” Who are 
the rest of the dead who shall not be resurrected until the 
close of the thousand years? There are two resurrections: 
one when Christ comes and calls His servants to Judg- 
ment; then at the close of the thousand years is the resur- 
rection of the dead who die during the Millennial reign of 
Christ and the saints. 

Of that glorious reign we read (Isa. 65:17, 18), “Behold, 
I create new heavens and a new earth: and the former 
shall not be remembered, nor come into mind. But be ye 
glad and rejoice for ever, in that which I create: for, be- 
hold, I create Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people a 
joy.” When Christ comes and puts down all rule and au- 
thority of man and ascends into the political heavens as 
supreme Ruler, then Zech. 14:9 shall be fulfilled: “The 
Lord shall be King over all the earth: in that day shall 
there be one Lord, and his name one.” The present rulers 
or political heavens “shall pass away with a great noise” 
(II. Pet. 3:10) and there shall be a righteous King, rul- 
ing over a people brought into subjection to righteous 
laws. 

Concerning the length of the life span during the Mil- 
lennial reign we read, “And I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and 
joy in my people: and the voice of weeping shall no more 
be heard in her, nor the voice of crying. There shall be no 
more thence an infant of days, nor an old man that hath 
not filled his days: for the child shall die a hundred years 
old; but the sinner being a hundred years old shall be ac- 
cursed. And they shall build houses, and inhabit them; 
and they shall plant vineyards, and eat the fruit of them. 
They shall not build and another inhabit; they shall not 
plant, and another eat: for as the days of a tree are the 
days of my people, and mine elect shall long enjoy the 
work of their hands” (Isaiah 65: 19—22). 

Has this glorious condition ever met its fulfillment? 
Has there ever been an age when no one died in infancy 
but all lived to be at least one hundred years of age? 
These are “the rest of the dead” who do not live again 
until the close of the Millennium. It would seem that our 
friend could realize from these Scriptural texts that in- 
stead of the nations being destroyed, there will be a time 
of great blessing. Then multitudes will work out their 
salvation during the peaceful rule of Christ and His 
saints and shall be blessed throughout the Millennium, 
the “Olam,” and the Beyond. 





PITHY POINTS FROM THE PULPIT 
God’s Bible School never closes. 
Get rid of the last vestige of pride. 
God does not force anyone to do His will. 
The faithful shall remain in God’s vineyard forever. 
A “morsel of meat” is having our own way in anything. 


Now is the watering and pruning time. Jesus will do 
His part later. 


If Jesus should stand before us today, He would say, 
“O fools and slow of heart to believe.” Then many would 
tremble and quake. Is it any less His voice when He uses 
an instrument to sound His message? 


BUILDING, DAILY BUILDING 


E CAN think of nothing better to lead the mind to 
deeper meditation on our subject of daily building 
than by relating this little incident. 

A red-cheeked old man was asked how he retained 
much of the spring and vivacity of youth. Pointing to a 
blossoming apple tree near by, he replied, “That apple 
tree is very old, but I never saw prettier blossoms upon 
it than those which it now bears. The tree grows a little 
new wood each year, and I suppose it is out of that new 
wood that those blossoms come. Like the apple tree, I try 
to grow a little new wood each year.” 


The spiritual lesson to be derived is this: If we would 
reach the dimensions set forth in the “Master Builder’s” 
blueprint for perfection of character, we must first add 
the “new wood” growth of courage. Our strength of char- 
acter must be able to stand whatever may come against 
it, whether it be death or life, peasant of earth or mon- 
arch of kingdoms, whether it be what happens today or 
what may happen tomorrow, whether it be power from 
on high or power from below, or anything else in God’s 
whole world. 

Although success is the guerdon for which all men toil, 
they have, nevertheless, often to labor on perseveringly 
without any glimmer of success in sight. They have to 
live meanwhile upon their faith and courage. The heroism 
they have displayed is to be measured not so much by 
their immediate successes as by the opposition they have 
encountered and the courage with which they have main- 
tained the struggle. 


Some people sneer at these virtues as little things, 
trifles unworthy of their notice. It must be remembered 
that great characters are formed by daily building of 
good trifles. As the pence makes the pound and the min- 
utes the hour, so it is the repetition of little things, 
though seemingly insignificant, that make up human 
character. Let us remember it is by “patient continuance 
in well doing” that we “seek for glory and honor and im- 
mortality, eternal life.” The race is not always to the 
swift nor the battle to the strong. It is by the right ap- 
plication of swiftness and strength that makes our build- 
ing count. 

God will be exacting when our completed build- 
ing receives its final inspection before His all-seeing eye. 
He has in turn been very explicit in giving us the lists of 
materials required to meet the divine standard of work- 
manship. He requires that we use only the highest grade 
material, clear-grained wood, free from knots of our own 
natures or splinters of selfishness and pride. The tools 
He commands us to work with are beautiful in their sim- 
plicity and strength; they are the tools used throughout 
the ages by the most skilled craftsmen. They are capable, 
if used properly, of turning out masterpieces of un- 
equalled excellence. These tools are known by the names 
of: “Love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, 
faith, meekness, temperance,” and “against such there is 
no law.” 

Whether we realize it or not, we are momentarily build- 
ing something, and it is either good or bad, for no foun- 
tain can send forth both sweet water and bitter at the same 
time. But the trouble is, we are inclined to become care- 
less about our daily building habits, resulting in the work 
becoming dull and uninteresting; thus it lags. No man 
can do his best or call out the highest forces in him while 
he regards his occupation as drudgery or a bore. 

We often attempt to work in pleasing designs and 
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seeming conveniences of our own. But alas! quite often 
when we think we have been making progress in the 
right direction, we are brought to our senses and are 
shocked to behold the unsightly building we have been 
rearing. In our dreamy, deceived condition, we imagined 
we were erecting a beautiful edifice that was reaching 
eagerly heavenward. 

Daily we must compare our lives with the blueprint 
and use the plumbline of Truth to keep us straight and 
true. As we daily build we come across many pieces of 
material which we cannot see how we could possibly fit 
into our building scheme; nevertheless they will, 
“For all things work together for good to them that love 
God, to them who are the called according to his pur- 
pose,” and it is said that small opportunities are often 
the beginnings of great enterprises. 

“Jesus, God’s own Son, could not dream Himself into 
a character; He had to build Himself daily into the type 
of man and Messiah He knew He must be.” He could 
have failed, could have thrown down the tools into the 
valley below while on temptation’s mount; could have ac- 
cepted the fame and glory offered Him; but He did not, 
for His Father had promised Him as He has to us, to do 
“exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think.” 

There are times in our daily building when we come to 
swamps of despondency and the mire-holes of sin. In- 
stead of building bridges over them we stumble in, calling 
on the Lord to send some means of quick deliverance. 
When this fails to appear, we may sink even deeper in 
the mire at the semblance of God’s desertion. God has not 
forsaken us; He is giving us a priceless opportunity to 
perfect our building skill. 

First we must stand on our feet, and then, taking our 
courage in both hands, determinedly stride forth to con- 
quer the enemy before which we so recently quailed. 

God has given us the tools, the strength and the op- 
portunities to daily build our characters out of this world 
and above ourselves. As we keep on daily building we 
come to realize that strength of character and power of 
will come as a result of practice, struggle, deep medita- 
tion, prayer and sacrifice. “There is no easy way, no short 
cut, it takes real effort to daily build as a Christian 
should; and that means work.” 

The very framework of our building must be com- 
posed of a ready mind, an honest heart and a great hu- 
mility ; these must be so ingrained nothing can wash them 
out, so fine nothing can tarnish them, so strong that they 
fear nothing in life, and in death find nothing to fear. 

If, as we build, we find physical pain must be contended 
with, let us remember that suffering will produce graces 
which otherwise would never be attained. The words of 
our song are appropriate here, “Let pain or pleasure be, 
enough to know that we are serving Thee.” 

Great destinies lie in the swiftly passing hours, and 
great responsibilities and opportunities stand in the pass- 
ing of everyday life. They are placed there for our use, 
and we shall be the losers if we go blindly by and fail to 
grasp them. 

One day’s work left undone causes a break in the great 
chain that years of toil may not be able to repair. Yester- 
day was ours, but it is gone; today is all we possess, for 
tomorrow we may never see; therefore in the golden hour 
of the present let us build wisely, remembering that what 
we are building we are building forever. 


“Building, daily building, while the moments fly, 

We are ever building as the days go by. 

Character we’re building; thoughts and actions pure 
Make of us a building ever to endure.” 


GOD’S TRUTH SHALL NEVER DIE 


OW thankful we should be that the eyes of our un- 
derstanding have been enlightened, and that we 
have a knowledge of God’s saving truth, His plan, His 
will! How our hearts should thrill with gratitude as we 
read His promise: “The truth of the Lord endureth for 
ever” (Ps. 117: 2)! 

God has told us there is a grand and wonderful new 
day to dawn in which Christ the King, with His co-rulers 
and subjects, shall abide on this earth, deathless and su- 
premely happy. In that day the earth shall be beautified 
and glorified. The Almighty swore by Himself, saying: 
“As truly as I live, all the earth shall be filled with the 
glory of the Lord” (Num. 14: 21). And through Isaiah 
the Eternal pictures the verdant beauty of that better 
world: “The wilderness and the solitary place shall be 
glad for them; and the desert shall rejoice, and blossom 
as the rose. It shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice even 
with joy and singing: the glory of Lebanon shall be given 
unto it, the excellency of Carmel and Sharon; they shall 
see the glory of the Lord, and the excellency of our God” 
(Isa. 35:1, 2). 

God’s Word abounds with promises of future blessings 
to be bestowed upon His children: no sickness, sorrow 
or death, no war, bloodshed, poverty or cruelty. It is now 
beyond the comprehension of our mortal mind. The Apos- 
tle Paul in his Epistle to the Corinthians quoted the words 
of Isaiah: “Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither 
have entered into the heart of man, the things which God 
hath prepared for them that love him” (I. Cor. 2:9). 

God’s truth, the eternal verities, can never fail. “God 
is not a man, that he should lie; neither the son of man, 
that he should repent: hath he said, and shall he not do 
it? or hath he spoken, and shall he not make it good?” 
(Num. 23:19). Yes, God will be true to His word. But 
He does not ask us to believe blindly that His promises 
will be fulfilled. He has given us case histories of in- 
stances where He spoke and it came to pass. 

God is true to His word whether He deals with nations 
or individuals. He said to Noah: “But with thee will 
I establish my covenant; and thou shalt come into the ark, 
thou, and thy sons, and thy wife, and thy sons’ wives with 
thee” (Gen. 6:18). Noah did as God commanded, and 
though the heavens grew dark and the floods rose upon 
the land, yet this little family, buffeted by the storm 
without, remained safe inside the ark till the waters 
abated. 

Moses staggered at the magnitude of the work God 
laid out for him, but the angel said, “Certainly I will be 
with thee,” and in signs and wonders God demonstrated 
His divine prowess, both with the Egyptians and with 
the Israelites. 

The Children of Israel were promised deliverance from 
their cruel Egyptian taskmasters, and the possession of 
a goodly land; and that promise was fulfilled. As Israel 
left Egypt their enemies pursued them, and as they trav- 
eled dry-shod between the parted waters of the Red Sea, 
the Lord caused a strong wall of protection to come be- 
tween them and their pursuers. In the wilderness the 
hosts of Israel could find no water, and God caused water 
to gush from the rock to satisfy their thirst. They cried 
for bread, and for forty years they were fed manna from 
heaven. Each day, except for the Sabbath, before the dew 
dried from the ground in the morning, that vast multi- 
tude had collected food for the day, enough and to spare. 
On the day before the Sabbath a double portion was gath- 
ered to supply the needs of that day. But they murmured, 
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rebelled, and made a molten image which they worshiped 
rather than God. Yet He remained true to His word and 
led them into the promised land, a land, as He had said, 
flowing with milk and honey. And how many times during 
their checkered career did He deliver and bless them! 

To Joshua, David, Isaiah, Jeremiah and many others, 
the promise was given: “Be not afraid of their faces: 
for I am with thee to deliver thee,” and that promise was 
kept to the letter. 

The dark years of the Apostasy set in as foretold, and 
the “two witnesses,” the Old and New Testaments of the 
Bible (Rev. 11:8), lay dead in the street of spiritual 
Egypt during the dark years of the Medieval Age. During 
these years there was no one worthy to raise the fallen 
standard of Truth, none sufficiently concerned to want 
to apply themselves to the task of re-discovering true reli- 
gion. Then, wonder of wonders, the greatest work of all 
time was performed: there arose one who brought to light 
this hidden wisdom, and set these two witnesses—the 
truth which God had said should never die—upon their 
feet again, alive and throbbing with rich promises. 

The Bible outlines God’s plan and purpose on the earth, 
showing that each year hastens the era of Divine inter- 
vention, when Christ shall inaugurate a new Government 
upon earth. It will be an age when evildoers shall be cut 
off and the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the 
glory of the Lord as the waters cover the sea (Hab. 2: 
14). As assurance we have Jehovah’s own promise: “Thus 
saith the Lord, that created the heavens, God himself that 
formed the earth and made it; he hath established it, he 
created it not in vain, he formed it to be inhabited; I am 
the Lord” (Isa. 45:18). The filling of the earth with 
God’s glory will be the consummation on this planet of 
the grand purpose of that truth which shall never die. 
This glorious hope is security of the highest order. 

God’s truth which shall never die promises every can- 
didate for eternal salvation enough of life to prepare him- 
self to inherit these future blessings. The promise is: 
“For bodily exercise profiteth little: but godliness is 
profitable unto all things, having promise of the life that 
now is, and of that which is to come” (I. Tim. 4: 8). 

Crises and troubles are normally a part of every life. 
Likewise trials and tribulations come to the Christian, 
that through experience he may add courage to his faith. 
They come to test him that it may be known whether or 
not he has faith to believe that the same promise of de- 
liverance attends him as attended the prophets and patri- 
archs of old: “There shall no evil befall thee, neither 
shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling. . . . He shall 
cover thee with his feathers, and under his wings shalt 
thou trust” (Ps. 91:10, 4). 

What hope and assurance for a bewildered and sin- 
stricken world abides in the “great and precious prom- 
ises” of God’s truth that shall never die! Our hope of 
Christ’s personal appearance on earth is a true hope, the 
hope of a better day when nations shall learn war no 
more and God’s will shall be done on earth as in heaven 
above. 

The promise that the “tabernacle of God” shall be with 
men, “and he will dwell with them. . .. And God shall 
wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be 
no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall 
there be any more pain” (Rev. 21:3, 4), is a true hope, 
a part of that truth that shall never die. 

As Christians we are ambassadors for Christ, serving 
the interests of a great King who soon shall return from 
a far-off country to inaugurate a new regime on earth, a 
better Government, whose officers shall be peace, and 


whose exactors righteousness. With such a hope, what 
manner of persons ought we to be in all “holy conversation 
and godliness”! 

There is no better advertisement for this great Cause 
than our own daily conduct. The great hope we cherish 
should shine from our faces and speak from our lips and 
lives with such vigor and resolution that those beholding 
us can know beyond the shadow of a doubt that we are 
adapting ourselves to meet the requirements to become 


an inhabitant of that fair Country—the earth made over 
new. 





SCALE THE HEIGHTS 


“I want to scale the utmost height, 
And catch a gleam of glory bright; 
But still I’'ll pray till Zion I’ve found, 
Lord, lead me on to higher ground.” 


TS has always been the cry of every true Christian, 
“Lord, lead me on to higher ground.” If we let Him, 
God will lead us to the highest summit that mankind can 
ever attain. It is the height of perfection itself. He tells 
us, “As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my 
ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your 
thoughts” (Isa. 55:9). When the blessed truth first en- 
tered our minds we saw what a horrible pit we were in. 
We had not realized it before, because so many other peo- 
ple were in the same condition, but it was not long before 
we learned the reason why so many were content to stay 
in that state. It takes courage, endurance, and a mighty 
effort to scale the heights of God’s holiness; and few peo- 
ple care to put forth that effort. It is so much easier to 
stay in the low and groveling valley. There are many who 
start to ascend this mountain, but one by one they fall 
back into the pit as the path gets steeper, narrower and 
more rugged. They take their eyes off the summit and are 
beguiled by some fleshly desire or way of their own. This 
need not be our lot, for there is no defeat but that which 
comes from within, no unsurmountable barrier save our 
own inherent weakness of purpose. 


The one thing most necessary for us to possess to in- 
sure us of reaching the height of perfection is courage, 
a courage that is nourished and sustained by the Word 
of God and which grows and grows until it will overcome 
any obstacle, no matter how great or how small. Without 
courage we could never scale the heights of Jehovah. 
Without it we would remain as one of the worldly, indif- 
ferent class by which we are surrounded. 


“There’s the courage that nerves you in starting to climb 

The mount of success rising sheer; 

And when you've slipped back there’s the courage 
sublime 

That keeps you from shedding a tear. 

These two kinds of courage, I give you my word, 

Are worthy of tribute—but then, 

Yow’'ll not reach the summit unless you’ve the third— 

The courage of ‘Try it again.” 


Yes, many, many times we will have to use the courage 
of “Try it again,” because our own evil ways and desires 
will cause us to stumble and fall. Peter is a good example 
of one who used this courage. He had started out to scale 
the heights, and no doubt had made a great deal of prog- 
ress; but on that dark night when Judas had betrayed 
Jesus into the hands of the wicked rabble, Peter lost 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Meditations on the Word 





MEMORY VERSE: Matthew 4: 18—20, “Jesus, walking 
by the sea of Galilee, saw two brethren, Simon called 
Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the 
sea: for they were fishers. And he saith unto them, Fol- 
low me, .. . and they straightway left their nets, and 
followed him.” 

Strangely enough, these men, engaged in an occupation 
that was by no means most profitable or dignified, were 
destined to become some of Jesus’ closest associates, His 
Apostles. Although they were but humble fishermen when 
called by the Master, they rose to a high rank, some even 
becoming leaders among men. That call by Jesus was a 
turning point in their lives. They were not the same men 
from that day on. They had reached life’s crossroads, so 
to speak, and had made a start in the way that leads to 
endless life and glory. 

If obeying the Galilean call to “follow Me” could have 
such a favorable effect upon the lives of those humble 
fishermen, there is no reason why that same call cannot 
work wonders for us if we promptly obey and follow in 
Jesus’ footsteps. Although it is not possible for us now 
to have personal contact with Jesus as His disciples had, 
yet we have the recorded account He spoke while on 
earth. And if we obey all His commandments, we shall 
then in a true sense be following Him. 

There is no other message of life and hope to man to 
be compared for a moment with that which the divine 
Word brings. Though we might search through the an- 
nals of all time, the wisdom of the ages, the philosophy 
of all the schools, we shall find no light to scatter the 
gloom of the grave, no knowledge to reveal how we may 
perpetuate our existence, save that which comes through 
the recorded utterances of the Prophets, Jesus and His 
Apostles. Jesus said, “I am the light of the world,” and 
we can rest assured that whoever walks in that light is 
safe; whoever turns from it is sure to fall. 

The individual who starts out with the intention of be- 
coming a follower of Jesus must realize he has taken upon 
himself a tremendous responsibility. He must first ac- 
quire a meek and humble attitude, always ready to follow 
in the Master’s footsteps, just as Jesus surrendered to 
the will of His Father in everything. 

When passing through trial he must learn to say, “Thy 
will be done,” as Jesus prayed in Gethsemane. When 
faced with temptation he must answer the tempter with 
a firm and fearless “No,” as the Record says Jesus always 
did. In short, he must be a living example of righteous- 
ness, going from strength to strength until, like Jesus, 
he becomes a perfect man. 

A person who is truly a follower of Jesus will find he 
has a full-time job on his hands. He will have no time to 
be idle. No doubt there were plenty of idle men waiting 
for something to do about the Sea of Galilee when Jesus 
passed by, but He let the idlers lounge in the sun, and 
chose men who were already busily engaged. The idlers 
who were waiting for some great opportunity to present 
itself did not think the call of Christ any opportunity at all. 

And as He called to them, He is calling to us, “Follow 
Me,” and we shall miss the only opportunity in our life of 
ever doing anything worth remembering if we fail to 
heed that call. 

It is important that a follower of Jesus perform his 
duty willingly and joyfully, never murmuring or com- 


plaining because his job is too hard, the work too confin- 
ing, or the hours too long. Jesus said, “My yoke is easy, 
and my burden is light.’”’ If we really believe that, and be- 
come reconciled in everything, we can tread the way with 
ease and enjoy it as we go along. 

It is natural for one to say in the hour of difficulty, 
“Everything is against me,” but everything is not against 
us; everything is working for our good if we are doing 
our part. 

We cannot expect to find a pathway strewn with roses 
leading to the Kingdom, or that our skies will always be 
sunny. God never promised us that, but He did promise 
to give us strength to meet every trial and resist every 
temptation. 

Burdened with sins, worn with sorrows, encompassed 
with frailties though we may be, there is a hand ready 
to help us if we are willing to help ourselves—a guide to 
direct our feet when the way is steep. Hard and long 
though our conflict would seem to be, His divine promise 
insures the victory if we fight the good fight of faith. 

When the disciples so readily answered the Galilean 
call, they may have but vaguely comprehended either the 
difficulties or the delights which their response entailed. 
Only time, temptations and trials could reveal to them 
the details of the following. They were to learn that 
treading in the footsteps of Jesus meant not only that 
they forsake all but that they take up their cross, a cross 
of self-denial, of self-renunciation, for the sake of the 
Gospel. Such are the difficulties, intolerable when consid- 
ered independently, but nothing by comparison with the 
delights, the “manifold more” of joy and satisfaction 
which the follower of Christ reaps as he treads in his 
Master’s footsteps (Luke 18: 28—30). 

We who are traveling this way of holiness, with Jesus 
as our Leader, should be making progress daily; if we 
are not, it is because we want our own way and are not 
willing to let God have His way. But we can be certain 
that if we put ourselves under the guidance of this great 
Teacher of Galilee, and follow on step by step where He 
shows the way, we shall make rapid progress up Perfec- 
tion’s Hill. Every cloud will be lifted from the heights as 
we climb, and we shall come at last to perfect Day. 

There is nothing whatever to be gained in following 
the world; they have nothing of life to offer. The show 
of things with which we are surrounded shall soon pass 
away, and if we are not striving to follow Jesus in all 
things, we shall pass away with them. 

As those Galilean fishermen so willingly left their tem- 
poral duties to follow the Saviour, so we should be just 
as willing to leave behind our ways and our thoughts, 
give our all to His service, and follow Him unto the end. 
Let us say, “I will leave all to follow my Saviour; willing 
to go each step of the way.” 

Let us remember that the redeemed who shall stand on 
Mount Zion with our Lord are those who willingly fol- 
lowed each step of the way, through darkness as well as 
through light, through pain as well as through pleasure. 
“These are they which follow the Lamb whithersoever 
he goeth. ... And in their mouth was found no guile: for 
they are without fault before the throne of God.” 

“Whithersoever.” That word embraces the length and 
the breadth and the depth and the height of Christian 
achievement. Will you answer the Galilean call to follow 
the Lamb “whithersoever he goeth’? 


“Thou dost call us! may we ever 
To Thy call attentive be; 
Give our hearts to Thine obedience, 
Rise, leave all, and follow Thee.” 
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ITEMS FROM OUR MAIL BAG 


A brother at Albion, N. Y., writes appreciatively. 

“Dear Brother: Your letter received, containing much 
food for a hungry soul. Thoughts, works, and time go 
hand in hand, for we must bring into captivity ‘every 
thought to the obedience of Christ,’ and we are com- 
manded to work out our salvation ‘with fear and trem- 
bling,’ and to ‘walk circumspectly, redeeming the time, 
because the days are evil.’ Truly yours, E. J. D—” 


This excellent letter is from a sister at Brooklyn, N. Y. 

“Dear Maranatha Sister: Your good letter received for 
the month of July, on how to be prepared to meet Jesus 
when He comes, as it is written in Amos 4: 12, ‘Prepare 
to meet thy God.’ This is a glorious relationship, however, 
in which every Christian can take justifiable pride. If we 
are true Christians, we can be relatives of Jesus. This is 
a relationship that really means something. Not all peo- 
ple can be classified as relations of Jesus. The people 
whom the Lord Himself recognizes, are those that believe 
in Him and do the will of the Father which is in Heaven, 
as written in Matt. 12:50, ‘For whosoever shall do the 
will of my Father which is in heaven, the same is my 
brother, and sister, and mother.’ What an honor to be 
called a relative of Jesus, the most exalted person that 
ever lived, the greatest benefactor the world has ever 
known! ‘Behold, what manner of love the Father hath 
bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of 
God.’ Your sister striving for perfection, E— H—.”, 


A young brother at Bloomfield, Iowa, manifests deter- 
mination to win. 

“Dear Brother: The great Apostle Paul speaks of the 
Christians as being a ‘peculiar people, zealous of good 
works.’ In your letter you wrote that ‘the difference be- 
tween Christians is not whether they have difficulties, 
obstacles and crosses to overcome, but what they do with 
the trials and crosses when they come.’ We all have trials 
and crosses and sometimes we think that it is impossible 
to overcome them. But if we think of what is written in 
I. Cor. 10: 12, ‘. . . but God is faithful, who will not suffer 
you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with 
the temptation make a way to escape, that ye may be 
able to bear it,’ we should be able to overcome all the 
difficulties that beset our pathway. 

“In II. Cor. 4: 17 the Apostle Paul speaks of ‘our light 
affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a 
far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.’ All the 
trials and crosses we have are for our benefit toward the 
building of a strong character worthy of approval. In 
the 18th verse he tells us to ‘look not at the things which 
are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the 
things which are seen are temporal; but the things which 
are not seen are eternal.’ If we will but keep these things 
in mind and keep striving and pressing for the prize, 
then we shall win a victory over all our trials and crosses. 

A brother striving, C— M—.” 


The brother at North Augusta, Can., sends thanks for 
the monthly letter. 

“Dear Brother: ... These letters help us greatly who 
are away from the fountain head. We must not take this 
thing too lightly, as we see the world grow worse every 
day, sin abounding everywhere; and they are at it with 
‘both hands’ now. They cry peace, but there is no peace. 
... It is hard to get out of our head the false supersti- 
tions that were instilled in it when we were young.... 
Hope all are well at the Mission. Maranatha! G— H—.” 


SCALE THE HEIGHTS 
(Continued from page 7) 


sight of the summit to which he was traveling. Three 
times he was accused of being one of Jesus’ followers, 
and each time he was beguiled by his own evil nature to 
deny his Master. His was a great transgression, but he 
did not allow the memory of it to keep him from rising 
to his feet and pressing forward and onward with re- 
newed zeal and determination to scale the heights. He 
reached the top of the Mountain of Holiness and became 
a shining example worthy of our emulation. 

We must hasten, and look not behind. If we turn back, 
death stares us in the face; but ahead, upward, is life, 
eternal life. We must press, press, PRESS to attain it. Paul 
said, “Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended; 
but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are 
behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are 
before, I press toward the mark for the prize of the high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 3:13, 14). Paul 
realized the necessity of pressing forward in order to 
scale the heights, and he sought to impress the same great 
lesson on our minds. It will take a mighty effort on our 
part to get rid of the impatience, the anger, the jealousy 
of our nature. But each time we gain a victory we rise 
higher, and the higher we rise the brighter our path be- 
comes, as Prov. 4: 18 tells us, “The path of the just is as 
the shining light, that shineth more and more unto the 
perfect day.” We all know that when climbing a literal 
mountain the sun seems to shine brighter the nearer we get 
to the top. This is not because the sun itself is actually 
brighter, but because its rays are not obstructed by so 
many obstacles as it is in the lowlands. Just so in our 
spiritual climbing. When we leave behind the rank growth 
of envy and the dense brush of deceit the way will seem 
brighter and easier. Sometimes all we need to brighten 
our day is for us to rise a little higher. 

However, in our climbing, one of the greatest things 
for us to realize is that the time still allotted to us is 
short and we do not have a single minute to waste. There 
is no time to stop to rest, no time to linger with some par- 
ticularly pleasing blossom along the way, but we must use 
all our time to press ahead. 

When at last we reach our destination we shall look back 
and wonder why we ever took so long to ascend. For then 
we shall have the glory and honor that only God can give 
and an eternity in which to enjoy them. We shall have the 
power to mount aloft as the eagle and visit God’s family 
on other planets. Is not this enough to cause us to put 
forth every effort now to scale the heights? 





Prayerful Moments 


Slow us down, O Lord, that we may take time to think, 
time to pray, and time to find out Thy will. 


Thou hast said: “It is more blessed to give than to re- 
ceive.” Help us today to think not of what we can get but 
of what we can give. 


O Lord our God, before whom one day we shall all have 
to give account, lend us Thine aid, that this day’s work 
may be well pleasing unto Thee. 


O Lord our God, before whom all our pretenses fall 
away, who knowest our secret thoughts and motives, bless 
us as we walk in Thy truth and help us to discharge our 
duties faithfully and well. 








Yaviivaviivext 





BEAR THE CROSS FOR JESUS 


If you bear the cross for Jesus, 
It will make your burden light, 

And your pathway beam with sunshine 
As the noonday, clear and bright. 

If you follow where He leads you, 
Trusting Him by night and day, 

You will find your cares grow lighter, 
As you walk the narrow way. 


If you bear the cross for Jesus 
In the early days of youth, 

And you make His Word your counsel, 
Walking in its precious truth, 

It will keep your feet from straying 
And your lips from speaking guile; 

And the way that leads you onward 
Will grow brighter all the while. 


If you bear the cross for Jesus, 
It will lessen all your care; 
And His meek and lowly foll’wers 
Will your trials ever share, 
Helping you to bear life’s burdens, 
Showing how His truth to live. 
Oh, such friendship this betokens 
Cannot help but comfort give! 


If you bear the cross for Jesus, 

You will find your cares grow light, 
And your soul secure and happy 

As you’re living for the right. 
In that Day of radiant glory, 

When Christ comes with great renown 
To reward His faithful servants, 

He’ll exchange it for a crown. 


—Sel. and amp. 
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